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ess on an airline operating to Honolulu and Japan. She was out of
the country for several weeks. She worried about the welfare of her
children and found herself missing Douglas badly; upon her return
she was not pleased with the care her youngsters had received.
In the meanwhile, to Douglas' chagrin, three members of his
temperamental, unpredictable family—his mother, his father, and
his sister—placed the blame on him for the separation. In the family
sessions held during Henrietta's absence Douglas was roundly de-
nounced for "driving away that sweet, beautiful girl" and for risking
the loss of "those fine sons." Henrietta was heartened by this un-
expected partisanship. Furthermore, she stepped off the plane in
a mood to acknowledge that independence comes more easily to
a girl in her twenties with one child to support than it comes to a
woman in her thirties who is the mother of three.
For his part, Douglas was somewhat chastened. He opened a
bank account in her name and promised to deposit $300 on the first
of each month, which she was free to spend on household and per-
sonal expenses without his supervision. He made Henrietta the
beneficiary of most of his insurance policies, but he continued to
maintain some of the policies for his brother. Henrietta made no
protest.
She now realized that any woman who married a bachelor of
forty must realistically expect to do a major share of the changing
and adjusting. There were some adjustments Douglas was incapable
of making. Henrietta knew that. She resigned herself to compro-
mises. When Douglas offered to go out with her friends at least one
evening a week if she would accompany him on two family visits a
week, she agreed. When Douglas broke his bargain, as he some-
times did, she tried not to fret about it.
After she acknowledged the impossibility of loosening Douglas*
family ties to any great extent, Henrietta perceived that some of her
unhappiness with the situation was of her own making. The product
of a lonely childhood, she had grown up ill-prepared to cope with
the noisy, argumentative gatherings that were the breath of Me to
her in-laws. She had not tried very hard to fit herself into the group

